
Email: clerk@sterth-pc.gov.uk Tel: 01736 757575 / 07563 164661
Website: www.sterth-pc.gov.uk

Minutes

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of St Erth Parish Council held on Tuesday 2nd June 2026 
at St Erth School, commencing at 7.00pm

Present: Councillors J Culmer (co-opted during the meeting), C Dyer (Vice-Chair), T Greatrex 
(Chair), E Jenkin, J Kersey, J Matthews, S Murley, N Player, A Spencer-Smith & T Taylor

In attendance: F Drew (Clerk), C/Councillor Martin & 1 member of the public 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

021/06/26-27 Apologies for absence

Councillor P Rodda.

022/06/26-27 Declarations of interest & dispensations

Councillor Greatrex declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 033/06/26-27d).

023/06/26-27 Co-option of Councillor

One application was received and it was RESOLVED to co-opt Jane Culmer, who duly signed a 
Declaration of Acceptance of Office form which the Proper Officer witnessed. (Action: The Clerk)

024/06/26-27 Community participation

i) Fishing near the Bird Reserve: a resident raised a concern that someone had been fishing in 
the pool near the weir. They had tried to report it to the RSPB and Environment Agency but had 
had no response.

025/06/26-27   Action required on matters raised during community participation  

i) The Chair has the contact details for person who manages the Reserve. (Action: The Chair)

026/06/26-27 Minutes

It was RESOLVED that the Chair of the meeting signs as a true and accurate record, the minutes 
of the Annual meeting held on 5th May 2026, as previously circulated. (Action: The Chair)

027/06/26-27 Clerk’s Report

a) Previous month’s meeting:

The Council noted the Clerk’s report regarding updates from the previous minutes as follows:
 008/05/26-27iii) Trenhayle Lane – the Clerk has emailed Highways; awaiting response.
 012/05/26-27ai) PA26/01987 2 Tremellin Lane, St Erth – awaiting decision.
 012/05/26-27aiv) PA26/01659 Tregenhorne Farm, St Erth Praze – awaiting decision.
 012/05/26-27av) PA26/02217 Bosence Farm, Townshend – awaiting decision.
 013/05/26-27bi) Emergency Plan – still outstanding.
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 013/05/26-27bii) Parks Consultation Survey – closing date was extended to 31st May and a 
Play Parks Working Group will be set up to consider responses and report back.

 013/05/26-27biv) Annual Parish Meeting – minutes are still outstanding. 
 014/05/26-27c)  Council  Meetings  2026-27  –  dates  have  been  booked  with  the  School, 

advertised on the website and noticeboards, and added to Google Calendar for Councillors.
 014/05/26-27d) Strategic Plan & Action Plan – updated.
 014/05/26-27e) Phone Box Adoption – draft agreement is being worked on.
 015/05/26-27d) Internal Audit Report – the Asset Register has been published on the website; 

the increase in level of Fidelity Guarantee cover is still outstanding.
 015/05/26-27e&f) AGAR – submitted to BDO with all associated documents.
 015/05/26-27g) Notice of Public Rights – was posted on 2nd June.
 015/05/26-27k) Pre-payment Card – still outstanding.
 015/05/26-27l) CIL Zone 5 Funding Agreement – signed by the Chair & Vice-Chair not the 

Clerk (as required by CC); legal copy received for Council’s records.
 015/05/26-27n) Quarterly Budget Updates – information will be added to show money spent 

on vandalism etc.
 017/05/26-27 Battery Mill Play Park maintenance – some of the work has been completed.
 018/05/26-27 Correspondence – all replies sent as agreed.

b) Outstanding matters:

The ongoing matters, as listed in the report, were noted and the following updates received: 
 129/11/25-26biv) Station Interchange Lights – changes were implemented to the lights on 6 th 

May which will be monitored and adjustments made if needed; Cllrs to feedback any issues.
 152/12/25-26d) Tree Inspection – reports have been received but still need to be reviewed; 

Clerk / Open Spaces Working Group.
 216/03/25-26 Police ASB Officer – a meeting has been arranged with Young People Cornwall.
 228/03/25-26a) Dog Fouling – the Clerk & SERA Chair have agreed locations.

c) Additional matters to note:

 School Lane Parking: The Clerk has received further correspondence from both the School 
and a resident regarding parking concerns relating to safety at school pick up and drop off  
time. Actions taken include:
 Clerk requested PC Magurean to attend to review and speak to parents where appropriate;
 Clerk published safety concerns regarding parking on Facebook, website, newsletter;
 School included request to parents to park more appropriately in their newsletter;
 Resident has contacted Highways to request advisory access protection lines across a 

dropped kerb.

028/06/26-27 Planning

a) Applications:

None. 

b) Cornwall Council Decisions:

i) PA26/02059: Certificate of Lawfulness for an Existing use of building within the site as a single 
dwellinghouse (Use Class C3); Coast to Coast Go Karts, Chenhalls Rd, St Erth; Granted

ii) PA26/02060: Certificate of Lawfulness for an Existing use of building within the site as part of 
a commercial karting business; Coast to Coast Go Karts, Chenhalls Rd, St Erth; Granted
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c) To consider any other planning matter received at or before the start of the meeting:

i) PA26/02518: Application for a Lawful Development Certificate for an Existing use. The use of 
land for domestic recreational purposes ancillary to residential enjoyment; 20 Lanuthnoe Estate, 
St Erth Hill. Councillors agreed to consider this application, noting once again apparent issues 
with the validation process and to relay these concerns to Cornwall Council. It was RESOLVED 
that the Council cannot support this application, referring to the Case Officer’s own site visit in 
2023 and the comments made at that time regarding the nature of the land use. Furthermore, as 
no 20 only received planning permission on 16th March 2017, the claimed domestic ancillary use 
of the land prior to that date, if proved, would in any event be unlawful. (Action: The Clerk)

029/06/26-27 Reports

a) Cornwall Councillor’s Report: C/Councillor Martin had circulated his report following the 
meeting held with the Chair & Clerk on 29th May following up several outstanding matters. 

b) Other Reports: 

i) Cornwall Councillor Martin, Chair & Clerk meeting 29th May 2026: This item was dealt with 
under the Cornwall Councillor’s report. It was agreed that the Chair and C/Councillor Martin would 
write a joint letter to Cornwall Council’s Chief Executive regarding PA22/04682, requesting an 
update and to understand what Cornwall Council’s intention is when the temporary permission 
expires on 14th November 2026. (Action: The Chair, C/Cllr Martin & the Clerk)

030/06/26-27 Governance

a) Review of Committees & Working Groups:

The Council considered the Clerk’s report outlining the current Committees and Working Groups. 
It was RESOLVED to approve and adopt the terms of reference (ToRs) as previously circulated 
with amendments to the Staffing Committee ToRs to reduce membership to 4 Councillors and the 
Transport Working Group ToRs to include any CAP Highways proposals. In addition, to confirm 
membership and lead Councillors as follows:

 Staffing Committee: Councillors Dyer, Greatrex (Chair), Player & Rodda
 Budget Working Group: all Councillors 
 Communications & Engagement Working Group:  Councillors Culmer,  Jenkin, Murley, & 

Player (Lead) 
 Contracts Working Group: Councillors Dyer (Lead), Greatrex, Jenkin, Matthews & Taylor
 Open Spaces Working Group:  Councillors  Culmer,  Kersey,  Matthews,  Murley (Lead)  & 

Rodda 
 Playparks Working Group:  Councillors Dyer, Matthews, Spencer-Smith, Player & Taylor 

(Lead)
 Transport Working Group: Councillors Culmer, Greatrex (Lead), Kersey & Murley

(Action: The Clerk)

b) Any Other Committees & Working Groups:

It was agreed to consider this item after a decision had been made regarding Neighbourhood 
Priority Statements. 

c) Delegation Arrangements:

The Council  considered the Clerk’s report  outlining current  delegation arrangements. It  was 
RESOLVED to continue with these arrangements with no changes.
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d) External Bodies:

The Council  considered  the  Clerk’s  report  outlining  the  current  arrangements  for  meetings 
involving external bodies. It was RESOLVED as follows:

i) Penwith Community Area Partnership: Councillor Murley was appointed as the nominated 
representative,  but  meetings are  open to  any Councillor  to  attend.  Meetings are  organised 
quarterly by Cornwall Council and are hybrid. Agenda / reports etc. are sent to the Clerk who 
forwards to all Councillors. Notes are circulated to all Councillors when available. (Action: The 
Clerk)

ii) South West Water Liaison Group: Councillors will be appointed to attend meetings when 
required. Meetings are currently organised as required with any notes circulated to all Councillors 
when available. It was agreed to request a meeting be held annually each autumn to provide 
relevant updates on progress and current activities. (Action: The Clerk)

iii) A30 Rose an Grouse to Newtown Roundabout Highways Group:  Meetings historically 
have  been  are  organised  as  required  by  Ludgvan  Parish  Council  Clerk  and  held  online. 
Notification is made by email rather than agenda. Notes are circulated to all Councillors when 
available. No meetings have been held recently, and it was agreed to appoint members to attend 
when required.

iv) SUEZ Community Liaison Group: Meetings are now organised annually by SUEZ with the 
next meeting due in the autumn. The agenda is circulated at least 7 days prior to the meeting.  
Minutes will be circulated within 28 days and shared with all Councillors. It was agreed to appoint 
members to attend when required.

v) Penwith CAP Police Liaison Group: Councillor Dyer was appointed to attend on behalf of 
the Council.  Meetings are organised quarterly by the  Sector Inspector for Penzance, St Ives, 
Hayle and the Isles of Scilly, and notified by email rather than agenda. Notes are circulated to all 
Councillors when available.

vi) Hayle River Stakeholders Group: Councillors Culmer, Murley & the Clerk were appointed to 
attend on behalf of the Council. Meetings are organised by Cornwall Council’s Countryside Team 
and held on Teams. The agenda is circulated prior to the meeting. Notes are circulated to all  
Councillors when available. It was agreed to request a meeting as none have been held for over 
a year. (Action: The Clerk)

vii) Any other relevant bodies: None at this time.

e) Council’s Policy Schedule:

It was  agreed  to approve the Policy Schedule, as previously circulated, noting that any new 
policies would be added as approved. (Action: The Clerk)

f) Neighbourhood Priorities Statement (HPS):

The Council considered the Clerk’s report and after lengthy discussion it was  agreed  not to 
undertake an NPS and therefore no Steering Group would be required. (Action: The Clerk)

g) Cemetery Regulations:

It was agreed to defer the review of the Cemetery Regulations to the next meeting. (Action: The 
Clerk)
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031/06/26-27 Financial Matters

a) Income & Expenditure for May 2026:

It was RESOLVED to note income received, ratify regular monthly payments made and approve 
payments due as follows: (Action: The Clerk & bank signatories)

Receipts received:
Resident £100.00 Cemetery – memorial
Tenants £197.50 Allotment – rents
CCLA PSDF £354.59 Interest – May
TOTAL £652.09

Regular Payments to note:
Safeharbour Support Ltd £14.40 Phone – VOIP Landline 
British Gas £18.11 Public Conveniences – Electricity
Cherry Trees £1,107.87 Parks, Churchyards & Cemetery – Grass cutting 
Salaries £3,397.90 Monthly salary inc tax, NI & pension 
SeaDog IT Ltd £36.00 Website hosting fee
Google £76.70 Gmail account
SWPSI £40.00 Playground inspection
TOTAL £4,690.98

Payments agreed previously and already paid:
GrantScape £1,745.00 Contributing Third Party donation for SUEZ grant
TOTAL £1,745.00

Payments approved:
Crystal Clear Ltd £894.46 Public Conveniences – Cleaning 
F Drew £32.00 Clerk’s expenses (itemised on invoice)
Attic Design & Print £61.68 Various signage
TOTAL £988.14

Payments for approval and payment in June:
Objective Tree Consultancy £1,297.00 Tree Inspection Survey
M Heather £430.00 Cemetery – grave work following storm damage
TOTAL £1,727.00

b) Monthly Bank Reconciliation for April:

Councillor Matthews confirmed a satisfactory bank reconciliation had been completed.

032/06/26-27 Highways Matters

a) Proposed Roadworks:

None

Councillor Spencer-Smith left the meeting at 8.59pm during the next agenda item.

b) 15 Bus Service: 

It was agreed that Councillors Greatrex, Kersey & Murley would attend the meeting on 15th June 
on Teams. It was agreed to note the following at the meeting:
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 reliability of service to the village with no cancelled services – this has improved;
 punctuality  – this  has improved but  there are still  a  few issues particularly  with the last 

Penzance service;
 confusion for users at Foundry in Hayle as often stops at different locations;
 note concern regarding the closure of Copperhouse Pharmacy, and the impact this will have 

now the service no longer goes to the Retail Park;
 change of route proposed – welcome the change back to include Rosevidney and request 

clarity on the change to the Bodriggy route;
 request details of proposed timetable, noting concerns around further changes for residents;
 request an update on the Causeway stop and the electric sign for the village stop;
 request feedback from the Let’s Talk Cornwall Survey that was due to be provided in April;
 note general concerns regarding accessibility of the service e.g. for people on St Erth Hill;
 suggest idea for future consideration of splitting service in two to increase frequency to Hayle 

and retain a better service on the Penzance route (is there potential to incorporate with Service 
2 short route if there is an option for a single decker?).

It was also agreed to contact St Ives Bus Company to see if the no 11 bus from St Ives to Hayle 
would consider detouring via St Erth at any points during its day and if it accepts concessionary 
bus passes. (Action: The Clerk)

c) National Highways Survey A30 St Erth to Newtown Roundabout:

It was agreed to submit the comments agreed previously at the 31st March meeting, adding in 
about general improvements to the cycle routes along the length of the A30 here. In addition, it  
was agreed to share the link to the survey to residents. (Action: The Clerk)

033/06/26-27 Open Spaces

a) Monthly Inspection Report:

The inspection report for Battery Mill play park for May was noted. 

b) Phase 2 SERRCA Project Riverbank work:

It  was  RESOLVED  to appoint Westcountry Rivers Trust (WRT) to carry out Phase 2 of the 
SERRCA Project in line with the GrantScape grant at a cost of £15,629.00 (ex VAT). Following 
consideration of the Clerk’s report on the dog steps, it was further RESOLVED to accept WRT’s 
quote for the remedial works at a cost of £5,191.00 (ex VAT) to come from the Improvement 
Projects earmarked reserve, with all work scheduled for completion during week commencing 8th 

June. It was also agreed to request a lessons-learned document to inform any future discussion 
regarding the riverbank. (Action: The Clerk)

c) Enhanced Local Maintenance Partnership Grant 2026-27:

It was agreed that the Open Spaces Working Group would consider this. (Action: The Clerk)

At 9.30pm during the next agenda item, it was RESOLVED to continue the meeting to complete 
any business on the agenda.

d) Local Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure (LEVI):

It was agreed take part in the survey provided there was no cost involved, and that it wouldn’t 
commit the Council to anything further at this stage. In addition, to seek some clarity if the Council 
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did opt to continue following the survey whether there would be a standard lease or whether the 
Council would need to source a bespoke one. (Action: The Clerk)

Councillor Murley left the meeting at 9.35pm.

e) Footpath 112/52/4 closure at Carbis Mill Update:

The Senior Countryside Officer at Cormac has confirmed that there are currently no plans to 
consider  extinguishing the footpath  along the river  Hayle. They have advised that  Cornwall 
Council are fully intending on carrying out repairs to the eroded section of the path sufficiently to  
allow it to be re-opened. Extinguishment would be a last resort and only considered if the line of 
the path had eroded away and there was no feasible way of safely re-instating or diverting the 
path. The situation currently is that the bank has been stabilised through the work carried out by 
Westcountry Rivers Trust and volunteers, and Cormac intends to carry out further small scale 
works to allow the path to be safely re-opened. The priority is to get the path open and the full  
length of the route alongside the river walkable again. It was  agreed to check for any formal 
notifications of extensions to the current closure order which expires on 27th June 2026. (Action: 
The Clerk)

034/06/26-27 Correspondence & Consultations

i) Cornwall Council – Town & Parish Council Newsletter 8th May 2026: Noted.

ii) Cornwall Association of Local Councils New Bulletin 13th May 2026: It was agreed to check 
how the requirement to no longer publish Councillors addresses from 29 th June will  work in 
practice. (Action: The Clerk)

iii) National Association of Local Councils Chief Executive’s Bulletin 14th May: Noted

iv) DowrGlan – a Vote of No Confidence in South West Water: It was agreed to defer this item to 
the next meeting. (Action: The Clerk)

v) Cornwall Council – Public Space Protection order Consultation Dog Controls: It was agreed to 
defer this item to the next meeting. (Action: The Clerk) 

vi) Cornwall Council Cornwall Bus Conference 24th June: If any Councillor wishes to attend, they 
should register on the Lets Talk website.

vii) Cormac Summer Workshops 7th July: If any Councillor wishes to attend, they should advise 
the Clerk.

viii)Liquid 11 PTSN landline switch off checklist: It was  agreed that the Clerk will share this 
information with residents. (Action: the Clerk)

ix) GWR confirmation of date of transfer into public ownership 13th December: Noted

x) National Association of Local Councils Legal Bulletin 26tah May: Noted

xi) Penwith CAP Waste Team Presentation 1st July 2026: It was agreed that Councillors would 
email any questions to the Clerk to collate and submit. (Action: All Cllrs)

xii) Children & Young People Working Group 22nd June 2026: Councillor Player will confirm if 
they can attend. (Action: Cllr Player)
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035/06/26-27 Agenda Items for a future meeting

It was noted that Councillors would submit agenda items for future meetings to the Clerk in writing 
no later than Monday 29th June 2026. 

036/06/26-27 Meeting & Other Dates

a) Date of Next Council Meeting:

The next Council meeting will take place on Tuesday 7th July 2026 at 7.00pm at St Erth School. 

b) Councillor Surgery 13th June 2026:

It was agreed that Councillors Taylor, & possibly Councillor Kersey (to confirm), would attend and 
to confirm that C/Councillor Martin was also able to attend. (Action: The Clerk)

c) Additional meetings:

The Clerk will circulate dates for Open Spaces and Play Parks Working Group meetings. (Action: 
The Clerk)

037/06/26-27 Exclusion of the Press & Public

It was RESOLVED that in accordance with S.1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 
Act, 1960, the Press and Public be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the 
following business owing to the confidential nature of that business.

038/06/26-27 Legal Matters

The Clerk provided a verbal update regarding legal considerations at Chenhalls Road.

039/06/26-27 Staffing Matters

The Clerk had worked their contract hours for May and taken some annual leave. 

The Chair closed the meeting at 9.56pm.

Signed:                                                                          Chair Date:                                      
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