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Minutes

Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of St Erth Parish Council held on Tuesday 3" March 2026
at St Erth School, commencing at 7.00pm

Present: Councillors C Dyer, T Greatrex (Vice-Chair, Acting Chair), E Jenkin, S Murley, A
Spencer-Smith & T Taylor

In attendance: F Drew (Clerk), Cornwall Councillor J Martin & 1 member of the public

205/03/25-26 Apologies for absence

Councillors J Kersey, J Matthews, J Parris, N Player, P Rodda

206/03/25-26 Declarations of interest & dispensations

Councillor Jenkin declared an interest in item 14a) on the agenda regarding the consultation on
the proposed repowering of the wind turbine at Trenhayle Farm.

207/03/25-26 Community participation

i) A resident asked if the signs regarding motorbikes had been completed yet at Vicarage Gate
and asked if not, would they be able to put up temporary signs.

208/03/25-26 Action required on matters raised during community participation

i) The Clerk confirmed the signs had not yet been ordered and it was agreed that the resident
could put up temporary signs. (Action: The Clerk)

209/03/25-26 Minutes

It was RESOLVED that the Chair of the meeting signs as a true and accurate record, the minutes
of the extra Ordinary meeting held on 17" February 2026, as previously circulated. (Action: The
Chair)

210/03/25-26 Clerk’s Report

a) Previous month’s meetings:

The Council noted the Clerk’s report regarding updates from previous minutes as follows:

e 203/02/25-26ai) PA25/08648 Spring Lily, Steppy Downs Road — awaiting decision.

e 203/02/25-26¢i) PA25/03275 The Lamb & Flag Canonstown — response to 5 Day Protocol
submitted — awaiting decision.

o 203/02/25/26c¢cii) PA25/04503 Trevarthian Solar Farm, Land North of Trevarthian Farm, Plain
an Gwarry — additional comments submitted — awaiting decision.

o 204/02/25-26a) Community Infrastructure Levy Fund — an EOI has been submitted for
Vicarage Gate.

Email: clerk@sterth-pc.gov.uk Tel: 01736 757575/ 07563 164661
Website: www.sterth-pc.gov.uk



e 188/02/25-26b) Annual Inspection Report — the Clerk is waiting quotes to plan maintenance.
e 191/02/25-26 Tender for Basketball Hoop — invitations to tender have been sent out.

b) Outstanding matters:

The ongoing matters, as listed in the report, were noted and the following updates received:

e 096/09/25-26¢) Enhanced LMP grant — work has now been completed to replace 8 waymark
signs, 3 footpath signs and rebuild two stiles on 111/31/2 and 111/32/2. Work has yet to be
completed regarding drainage on 111/39/4 and a hand-rail still needs to be added to one of
the stiles.

e 115/09/25-26¢) Churchyard apple trees — work has now been completed.
152/12/25-26d) Tree Inspection — this has been rescheduled to take place in early March.

e 190/02/25-26) Cemetery Tree damage — the root has been dug out but needs chipping before
the grave can be addressed, which is going to cost approximately £500 due to the size of it.

211/03/25-26 Planning

a) Applications:

i) PA26/01006: Construction of dwellings with variation of condition 2 of decision notice
PA22/03676 dated 10.11.2022; Land East of Vicarage Gate, St Erth. It was RESOLVED to
support the change to two bungalows from the original plans already approved, due to the need
in the area for this type of housing. (Action: the Clerk)

b) Cornwall Council Decisions:
None
c) Other:

i) Cornwall Council update on National Policy Changes (NPPF) — 24™ February: The
presentation had already been shared and Councillor Dyer, who attended, gave a verbal report,
noting the plan will be published in June. Concerns were discussed that there was very little
mention about infrastructure and many aspects seemed unclear.

It was agreed to move Item 14a) for consideration next as it related to Planning.

Councillor Jenkin had declared an interest in the next item and left the room during the discussion.
ii) Consultation on Proposed Repowering of Wind Turbine at Trenhayle Farm, Hayle: The
consultation letter was noted, and it was agreed to provide no response until an application has
been received.

d) To consider any other planning matter received at or before the start of the meeting:

None

212/03/25-26 Reports

a) Cornwall Councillor’s Report:

C/Councillor Martin provided a verbal report including information about the approved budget, an
update on the Strategic Planning decision regarding PA25/04503 Solar Farm at Trevarthian which
has been deferred for a site visit and information regarding the Asian Hornet following a meeting
of the Beekeepers Society, which it was agreed to share with the community. (Action: The Clerk)



b) Other Reports:

i) St Erth School, 4™ February: Councillor Greatrex & the Clerk gave a verbal update, and it
was noted that the Clerk is contacting the Cornwall Council Education Lead to confirm the current
strategy regarding education infrastructure in relation to increased housing. (Action: The Clerk)

ii) Councillor Surgery, 7" February: Councillors Greatrex & Player had attended, and
Councillor Greatrex advised it had been a successful event.

iii) Smaller Councils Meeting, 16" February: The Clerk gave a verbal briefing and had shared
the presentation and a link to Cornwall Council’'s Emergency Plan Toolkit. It was agreed to
request Emergency Planning be added to the next Penwith CAP Agenda. (Action: The Clerk)

213/03/25-26 Governance

a) Information Technology Policy:

It was RESOLVED to approve the amendments to the Information Technology Policy as
previously circulated, noting that the Clerk will add a section regarding the use of Artificial
Intelligence and bring this back to a future meeting for consideration. (Action: The Clerk)

b) Data Protection Policy:

It was RESOLVED to approve the amendments to the Data Protection Policy, as previously
circulated. (Action: The Clerk)

c) Accessibility Statement:

The Clerk advised that, following recent training regarding accessible documents, there were
further amendments required to the Accessibility Statement, and it was therefore agreed to defer
consideration to the next meeting. (Action: The Clerk)

d) Risk Register:

It was RESOLVED to approve the amendments to the Risk Register, as previously circulated,
noting that the Clerk will add in an assessment of the new postal arrangements and the Church
Walls. (Action: The Clerk)

e) Digital and Data Compliance regarding AGAR Assertion 10:

The Council considered the Clerk’s report, and it was agreed the Clerk would provide a training
brief for Councillors on Data Protection and undertake a data mapping exercise. It was noted that
the Clerk would include a briefing from SeaDog IT on the next agenda regarding the website.
(Action: the Clerk)

214/03/25-26 Highways Matters

a) Proposed Roadworks:
i) Station Approach, St Erth: 11"-12" April 2026 (19:00-06:00); Network Rail — Noted

ii) Tregembo Hill, Relubbus, Bosence Road, Townshend and Road from Bosence Road to
Pauls Green, Townshend: 8" May 2026 (09:30-15:30); Openreach — Noted

b) Walk Wheel Cycle Trust Consultation — Hayle to St Erth Walking & Cycling Routes:



Following discussion and review of the map provided, it was agreed to submit the following:

e Chenhalls Road — with fast moving traffic and a number of blind bends, it needs a pavement
to run the full length of the road with better signage and drainage, and the informal cut through
that has formed from NCNR3 needs to be made safer.

¢ Nut Lane — better pavements and safe crossing points are needed.

¢ Riverbank footpath — the path is often flooded and becomes very muddy, in particular the area
under the railway bridge, which is tidal and often impassable, and the current designation is a
footpath which does not permit cycling.

e School Lane to Water Lane footpath — should be included for consideration as a walking route.

e A30 roundabout to the south side and onto Griggs Hill — should be included for consideration
as a walking route as there is a pavement and crossing point.

(Action: The Clerk)

c) National Highways Consultation — Improving Walking, Cycling & Horse Riding on the
A30 corridor:

In line with previous discussions, it was agreed to submit the following:

¢ Nut Lane just off the A30 roundabout needs better pavements and safe crossing points as the
bus shelter is completely isolated.

¢ Improve safety of crossing opposite the station interchange.

¢ Improve walkway on south side of roundabout.
(Action: The Clerk)

215/03/25-26 Open Spaces

a) Monthly Inspection Report:
The inspection report for Battery Mill play park for February was noted.
b) Picnic Bench, Green Lane Park:

The Council considered the Clerk’s report, and it was RESOLVED to purchase a brown heavy
duty picnic bench with extended top from Marmax at a cost of £645.00 including delivery (ex VAT)
and engage SWPSI to install a concrete slab to secure the bench at a cost of £450.00 (ex VAT).
It was further agreed that the cost of this should come from the Improvement Projects Earmarked
Reserves. (Action: The Clerk)

c) Graffiti:
i) Toilets: Graffiti on the door had been removed by Crystal Clear.

ii) Youth Shelter: Since the work to clean up the Youth Shelter recently, the inside has been
covered with fresh graffiti, and it was agreed that, unless it was offensive, it would not be removed.
It was also agreed that, when necessary, the Clerk would engage SWPSI to undertake removal
from any Council owned property. (Action: The Clerk)

216/03/25-26 Police:

a) Meeting with Anti-Social Behaviour Officer:

Councillor Dyer and the Clerk had attended a meeting recently and it was noted that the ASB
Officer would try and attend St Erth with the local Police team to speak to any youths present in
the area as appropriate. It was noted that the ASB Officer is going to give feedback to the Clerk
regarding suggestions for action, and it was agreed to raise the issue of motorbikes with them.
(Action: The Clerk)



b) Graffiti:
This agenda item had been duplicated in error.
c) Police Contact event:

It was noted the Clerk is liaising with the Police and Neighbourhood Watch Coordinators to try
and arrange an event in St Erth in the near future. (Action: The Clerk)

217103/25-26 Financial Matters

a) Income & Expenditure for February 2026

It was RESOLVED to note income received, ratify regular monthly payments made and approve
payments due as follows: (Action: The Clerk & Clirs Dyer, Greatrex, Murley & Taylor)

Receipts received:

CCLA PSDF £144.36 Interest — February

TOTAL £144.36

Regular Payments to note:

Safeharbour Support Ltd £12.00 Phone — VOIP Landline

British Gas £21.34 Public Conveniences — Electricity

SeaDog IT Ltd £36.00 Website hosting fee

Cherry Trees £1,045.16 Parks, Churchyards & Cemetery — Grass cutting
Salaries £3,397.90 Monthly salary inc tax, NI & pension

Google £76.70 Gmail account

TOTAL £4,589.10

Payments agreed previously and already paid:

Cherry Trees £960.00 Cemetery — Tree work following storm

Zurich Municipal £767.32 Annual insurance renewal

TOTAL £1,727.32

Payments approved:

Crystal Clear Ltd £940.13 Public Conveniences — Cleaning & Locking up
F Drew £43.83 Clerk’s expenses (itemised on invoice)
SWPSI £40.00 Monthly play inspection

R Sanders £3,000.00 LMP Enhanced Grant — stiles & signage
TOTAL £4,023.96

Payments for approval and payment in March:

Truro & Penwith Academy £252.00 Room rental for meetings for 2025/26
Malcholm Heather f£tbc Removal of tree root from grave & earthworks
Cherry Trees £240.00 Filling in of dog steps including soll

Cherry Trees £360.00 Pruning of apple tree (inc donation from PCC)
R Sanders £1,950.00 LMP Enhanced Grant — drainage & signs
CALC £42.00 GDPR refresher training

TOTAL £2,844.00

b) Monthly Bank Reconciliation for January:

Councillor Matthews confirmed a satisfactory bank reconciliation had been completed.



c) Transfer to CCLA account:

It was RESOLVED to retain 150% of general reserves in the current account once all payments
had been account for and transfer the balance to the CCLA account. (Action: The Clerk)

d) Local Maintenance Partnership Grant (LMP):

The Council considered Cornwall Council’s response outlining the rationale behind how the
proposed increase was reached and it was RESOLVED to accept the LMP grant offer made, as
it is the best interests of the parish, but note that this level of increase will not be sustainable for
the Council in the long term. (Action: The Clerk)

e) Old Churchyard Wall:

It was agreed to engage Cawley Associates to undertake a structural survey of the wall in the Old
Churchyard at a cost of £200.00 (ex VAT). (Action: The Clerk)

218/03/25-26 Correspondence & Consultations

a) Hayle Day Care Centre Trust — Consultation:

It was agreed that the Council had no objection to the change proposed to transfer to a Charitable
Incorporated Organisation (ICO). (Action: The Clerk)

b) Cornwall Council — Town & Parish Council Newsletter 13" February 2026:

Noted.

c) Cornwall Association of Local Councils (CALC) — News Bulletin 23" February 2026:
Noted

d) Cornwall Association of Local Councils (CALC) — Finance Training Sessions:

Noted

e) Correspondence from resident regarding dog fouling:

It was agreed to respond advising the resident that St Erth Residents Association and a
representative from the Neighbourhood Watch were due to meet next week to discuss initiatives
for dog fouling improvements in the village. (Action: The Clerk)

Councillor Murley left the meeting at 9.14pm.
f) Correspondence from resident regarding pedestrian pathway at Kew Treguarrak:

It was noted that Highways had refused to allow barriers between Kew Treguarrak and Trehayes
Meadow, at the time of the build but it was agreed to contact the Highways Manager and ask
them to revisit this decision in view of current issues. (Action: The Clerk)

g) Correspondence from residents regarding drainage on Green Lane:

It was agreed to speak to Highways to clarify whose responsibility it is to ensure the ditches are
cleared to reduce the current flooding issues on Green Lane. (Action: The Clerk)



219/03/25-26 Agenda Items for a future meeting

It was noted that Councillors would submit agenda items for future meetings to the Clerk in writing
no later than Monday 20" March 2026.

220/03/25-26 Meeting & Other Dates

a) Date of Next Ordinary Council Meeting:

As the next scheduled Ordinary Council meeting falls on Easter Tuesday, it was agreed to amend
the date to Tuesday 31 March 2026 at 7.00pm at St Erth School. (Action: The Clerk)

b) Play Parks Working Group Meeting:

It was agreed to hold a meeting on Thursday 19" March at 10.00am using Google Meet to
consider any tenders received for the basketball hoop installation and make recommendations to
the next Council meeting on 31 March. (Action: The Clerk)

c) Other Meetings:
Noted

221/03/25-26 Exclusion of the Press & Public

It was RESOLVED that in accordance with S.1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings)
Act, 1960, the Press and Public be excluded from the meeting during the consideration of the
following business owing to the confidential nature of that business.

222/03/25-26 Contracts
a) Public Conveniences:

Cleaning: It was RESOLVED to extend the contract with Crystal Clear until 31 March 2028,
subject to mutual agreement regarding any price increase for 2027/28 and noting the price
increase of 4.6% for 2026/27. (Action: The Clerk)

i) Electricity: It was RESOLVED to agree a 1-year Zero Carbon contract with British Gas from
11™ April, noting the 7% discount for paying by direct debit. (Action: The Clerk)

ii) Water: It was noted the Council is in a three-year contract with Source for Business until 17"
March 2028, so no action was required.

b) Maintenance:

i) Grass Cutting — Playgrounds & Cemeteries: It was noted the Council is in a three-year
contract with Cherry Trees Garden Services and, as previously agreed, there will be a 6% price
increase. It was agreed to increase the Standing Order from 1% April to £1,107.87 (inc VAT).
(Action: The Clerk)

ii) Grass Cutting — Local Maintenance Partnership: It was noted the Council is in a three-
year contract with Cherry Trees Garden Services and, as previously agreed, there will be a 6%
price increase.

iii) Bin Collections: It was agreed to defer a decision to the next meeting to allow the Clerk to
continue to try and get alternative quotes. (Action: The Clerk)



iv) Monthly Playground Inspections: It was RESOLVED to continue with SWPSI, noting no
current price increase.

c) Administration:

i) Website & Hosting: It was RESOLVED to continue with SeaDog IT noting no current price
increase and agree the continued use of a direct debit for monthly payments.

ii) Emails & Storage: It was agreed to defer a decision as the Google contract does not expire
until 4™ April. (Action: The Clerk)

iii) General Administration: It was noted the Microsoft Business subscription expires on
28/10/2026 and agreed to review this nearer the time. (Action: The Clerk)

iv) Telephones: It was RESOLVED to continue with Safeharbour Support noting no current price
increase and agree the continued use of a direct debit for monthly payments. It was also
RESOLVED to continue with the Giff Gaff sim only rolling contract noting no current price
increase.

223/03/25-26 Staffing Matters

The Clerk had worked their contract hours for February taking some annual leave, and had annual

leave booked for March.

The Chair closed the meeting at 9:28pm.

Signed: Chair Date:
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