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The Vestry Rooms 
25 Fore Street 

St Erth  TR27 6HT 
Tel: 01736 757575 

Email: clerk@sterth-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.sterth-pc.gov.uk 

 
 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of St Erth Parish Council held on Tuesday 5th 
November 2024 at St Erth School, commencing at 7.00pm 
 
Present: Councillors W Chappell, T Greatrex (Vice-Chair), E Jenkin, S Murley, J Parris, N 
Player (Chair), A Spencer-Smith & T Taylor.  
 
In attendance: F Drew (Clerk), Cornwall Councillor (C/Cllr) J Martin and 2 members of the 
public. 
 
140/11/24-25  Apologies for absence 
 
Councillor J Kersey, J Lee & P Rodda. 
 
141/11/24-25  Declarations of interest & dispensations 
 
None 
 
142/11/24-25  Community participation 
 
i) A resident raised concerns about what is happening at the Smugglers Inn, St Erth Praze. 
 
ii) A resident advised that the caravan abandoned on Trenhayle Lane has been reported to 
Cornwall Council.  They also gave positive feedback on their experience of the HWRC trial 
booking system noting that it is easy to book at short notice and they have not experienced 
any queues. 
 
143/11/24-25  Action required on matters raised during community participation 
 
i) The Clerk advised that a pre-application had been submitted that could be viewed on the 
Planning portal.  C/Councillor Martin agreed to follow up the resident’s concerns.  (Action: 
The Clerk & C/Cllr Martin) 
 
ii) The Chair thanked the resident for reporting the caravan and the feedback provided. 
 
144/11/24-25  Minutes 
 
It was RESOLVED that the Chair of the meeting signs as a true and accurate record, the 
minutes of the extra Ordinary meeting held on 22nd October 2024, as previously circulated.  
(Action: The Chair) 
 
145/11/24-25  Clerk’s Report 
 
a) Previous month’s meetings: 
 
The Council noted the following updates relating to actions from the two October minutes: 
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• 116/10/24-25ai) PA24/06250 – Church House, Church Street; awaiting decision. 

• 116/10/24-25di) APP/DO840/W/24/3349443 – Appeal re Land Rear of Godolphin View 
Bosence Road; awaiting decision. 

• 116/10/24-25ei) PA24/07439 – 6 Battery Mill Lane; awaiting decision. 

• 118/10/24-25d) IT Equipment – due to current workload this has yet to be followed up. 

• 119/10/24-25 Public Access Defibrillators – the Penwith Academy Trust has agreed to 
the proposal for maintenance costs and the cabinet has been ordered. 

• 124/10/24-25b) St Erth Village Party – the Clerk has written to the Lights Committee.  

• 130/10/24-25 Wildanet Presentation – the Clerk is liaising with Wildanet – Community 
Open Days are scheduled for Hayle (6th November) and Marazion (26th November). 

• 135/10/24-25ai) PA24/07655 – 4 Steppy Downs Road; awaiting decision. 

• 136/10/24-25a) Remembrance Sunday – a wreath has been ordered and delivered, and 
the Chair will represent the Council on 10th November. 

• 137/10/24-25a) CALC AGM – apologies have been given and the Clerk will circulate the 
minutes when available. 

 
b) Ongoing outstanding matters: 
 
The ongoing matters as listed in the report were noted and the following updates received: 

• 088/08/24-25a) Land Transfer – work is progressing with a few queries regarding 
maintenance costs. 

• 097/09/24-25 Policies – website has been updated. 

• 099/09/24-25 Registered address – the Clerk will feedback to Council at the next meeting. 

• 101/09/24-25ai) Chapel Hill & Tredrea Lane Road Closure – this work was cancelled with 
no explanation given. 

• 102/09/24-25a) Graffiti – the graffiti has been removed on the play park and feedback 
requested from Hayle Town Council regarding its graffiti wall. 

• 102/09/24-25d) Tree Works – the majority of the work has now been completed with two 
outstanding items. 

• 103/09/24-25c) Bus issues – due to current workload this has yet to be followed up.  
 
c) Additional matters to note: 
 

• The Clerk reported that a number of children had started a fire in the Youth Shelter 
recently.  No damaged had been done and they had put it out when asked. 

 
146/11/24-25  Planning 
 
a) Applications: 
 
None 
 
b) Cornwall Council Decisions: 
 
None 
 
c) Appeals: 
 
i) APP/D0840/W/24/3351290: Appeal against refusal of PA24/03314 Application for 
Permission in Principle for the construction of 1 dwelling; Land West of Calais Road, St Erth 
Praze.  It was agreed to note this but not submit any further comments. 
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ii) APP/D0840/W/24/3340159: Appeal re PA23/09217 Retention of annex to be used as 
ancillary accommodation/holiday let; The Fish Farm, The Green Lane, St Erth.  Dismissed  
 
d) Other 
 
i)  PA24/08140: DoM to replace the definition of Shared Ownership Lease with the correct 
definition for a scheme in a Designated Protected Area; South East Of Boscarnek, St Erth.  
It was RESOLVED to support this application subject to clarification from the Housing Officer 
regarding the wording.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
e) To consider any other planning matter received at or before the start of the meeting: 
 
i)  PA24/08297: Listed Building Consent for replacement of artificial slate roof tiles with 
natural slates; Tredrea Manor 41 Tredrea Lane St Erth.  It was RESOLVED to support this 
application with the request that the recommendations of the Ecological report are 
implemented regarding the eaves and bat and  bird boxes and that appropriate colour slates 
are used in the replacement.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
147/11/24-25  Reports 
 
a) Cornwall Councillor’s report: 
 
The Council noted C/Councillor Martin’s report and it was agreed to include a Community 
Chest application on the next agenda.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
b) Other Reports: 
 
i)  Penwith Community Area Partnership (CAP) meeting 2nd October: The Council noted 
Councillor Murley’s report and the minutes that had been previously circulated.  
 
ii) Highways meeting 2nd October: The Council noted the report that had been previously 
circulated and the email received from the Highways Manager.  It was agreed to respond to 
advise that the lights at the station need to be synced as the current system causes issues 
for the bus, and ask what the process is to reclassify a road.  (Action: The Clerk)   
 
iii) Public meeting with the Diocese of Truro 3rd October:  The notes will be circulated 
when completed.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
iv) A30 Rose an Grouse to Newtown Roundabout meeting 10th October: The Council 
noted the draft report that had been previously circulated by Ludgvan Parish Council’s Clerk. 
 
v) River Hayle Quarterly Stakeholder Catch up meeting 14th October: The Council noted 
Councillor Murley’s report that had been previously circulated. 
 
vi) Boscarnek Development Community Liaison Group meeting 21st October: The 
Council noted the draft minutes that had been previously circulated.  It was agreed  to 
request that Gilbert & Goode install a kissing gate at the cut through due to previous health 
& safety issues with motorbikes on the adjacent Council land.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
vii) Treloweth Development Community Liaison Group meeting 28th October:  The 
Council noted the draft minutes that had been previously circulated.  
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viii) SUEZ Community Liaison meeting 30th October: The Council considered the report 
from Cornwall Council regarding the HWRC Booking System and the generally positive 
feedback was noted.  It was, however, reported that some of the staff on the gate have 
received abuse from members of the public.  In addition, it had been reported at the meeting 
that there were still ongoing issues with lorries using the village as a short cut. 
 
148/11/24-25  Governance 
 
a) Statement of Internal Controls: 
 
It was RESOLVED to approve the amendments to the Statement of Internal Controls as 
circulated.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
b) Co-option Policy: 
 
It was RESOLVED to approve the amendments to the Co-option Policy as circulated.  
(Action: The Clerk) 
 
149/11/24-25  Financial Matters 
 
a) Income & Expenditure for October 2024: 
 
It was RESOLVED to note income received, ratify regular monthly payments made and 
approve payments due as follows: (Action: The Clerk, & Cllrs Greatrex, Lee & Taylor) 
 
Receipts received:                 

Cornwall Council £4,090.00 LMP Grant 

Cornwall Council  £1,543.75 Final CIL Payment – mini ramp 

CCLA PSDF £105.90 Interest – October 

TOTAL £5,738.65  
 
Regular Payments to note:   

Everflow   £21.87 Public Conveniences – Water 

Hello Comtec £12.00 VOIP Landline Phone  

British Gas £20.43 Vestry Rooms – Electricity 

British Gas £26.93 Public Conveniences – Electricity 

SeaDog IT Ltd £29.95 Website hosting fee 

Cherry Trees £986.00 Parks, Churchyards & Cemetery – Grass cutting  

Salaries  £3,465.06 
October salary inc tax, NI & pension – inc back 
dated pay to April 2024 

Google £59.80 Gmail account 
TOTAL £4,622.04  
 
Payments agreed previously and already paid: 
Ronnie Richards Memorial 
Charity 

£452.10 Defibrillator case – School 

Greenman Treeworks £1,200.00 Lime Tree - Cemetery 

Sustainable Furniture £910.00 SERRCAP – Benches 

TOTAL £2562.10  
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Payments for approval: 
Corserv Facilities £1,069.79 Public Conveniences - Cleaning – October 

F Drew £71.23 Clerk’s expenses (itemised on invoice) 

SWPSI £40.00 Monthly Play Inspection – October 

Corserv Facilities   *  £309.31 Public Conveniences – Consumables Q2 

Corserv Facilities £29.34 Public Conveniences – Hygiene Services Q2 

Celtic Drains £132.00 Public Conveniences – unblock urinals 

J T Fabrication Ltd £162.00 Public Conveniences – maintenance 

Greenman Treeworks £240.00 Treeworks 

Cornwall Council £99.91 Bin contract 1 bin 2024/25 part 

TOTAL £2,153.58  

 
* It was agreed to hold payment of this invoice to check the quantities of items billed. 
 
b) Month end bank reconciliation: 
 
Councillor Parris confirmed a satisfactory bank reconciliation for September had been 
completed with the Clerk. 
 
c) Second Quarter Budget Update: 
 
The Council noted the Clerk’s report and no concerns were raised.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
d) National Joint Council (NJC) Pay Award: 
 
The Council noted the National Association of Local Councils (NALC) report regarding the 
2024-25 NJC pay award, backdated to 1st April 2024, which was added to the Clerk’s 
October pay.   
 
150/11/24-25  Vestry Rooms 
 
The Clerk reported that the upstairs ceiling had recently collapsed.  Quotes had been sought 
from three companies to remove the waste, advising of potential health & safety issues 
relating to the age of the lath and plaster.  One had not responded and one had asked a 
number of questions but not provided a quote.  It was therefore agreed to appoint D G 
Thomas Building Services Ltd to undertake the removal at a cost of £1,011.00.  (Action: The 
Clerk) 
 
151/11/24-25  St Erth Riverside Regeneration & Community Access Project 
 
The Clerk gave a verbal update to advise that work is due to commence in the scrubland 
this week, Councillor Taylor has visited all residents of Battery Mill Lane as agreed to advise 
about the work and the first claim has been submitted to Cornwall Council.  It was agreed 
to submit a request for an extension for the project to 31st January 2025.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
152/11/24-25  Highways Matters 
 
a) Proposed Roadworks: 
 
i)  Road from Bosence Road to Pauls Green, Bosence Road, Townsend & Tregembo 
Hill, Relubbus: 10th – 12th February 2025 (24 hours - road closed); Cormac Solutions.  
Noted.  
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b) St Erth Bridge: 
 
The Council considered Councillor Murley’s report and it was RESOLVED to contact 
Cornwall Council to raise concerns about the poor state of repair of the wall and potential 
health & safety implications, and the impact of the vegetation on the bridge structure.  In 
addition, it was agreed to request copies of the biannual monitoring reports and confirmation 
of when the bridge last underwent any repairs.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
C/Councillor Martin left the meeting. 
 
153/11/24-25  Open Spaces 
 
a) Monthly Inspection Report: 
 
The inspection report for Battery Mill play park for October was noted.  It was agreed to pay 
the Clerk 4 hours overtime for the removal of the graffiti.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
154/11/24-25  Correspondence 
 
a) Enabling Remote Attendance and Proxy Voting at Local Authority Meetings 
consultation:   
 
It was noted that whilst the principle of remote attendance is good, logistics could be difficult.  
It was agreed that the Clerk would circulate the survey for all Cllrs to respond to and to 
include on the next agenda for a formal response.  (Action: The Clerk & all Cllrs) 
 
b) Telecommunications Resilience Planning, Cornwall Council: 
 
It was agreed to request Cornwall Council’s Emergency Management Manger be invited to 
the next CAP meeting to advise how local Councils would be supported.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
c) GWR Annual Stakeholder Survey: 
 
It was agreed to circulate the link when available.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
d) Lanteglos by Fowey Parish Council request regarding Housing Allocation: 
 
It was agreed that whilst St Erth is sympathetic to LFPC’s concerns regarding lack of 
community it does not have the same issues in part due to S106 obligations in the parish.  
However, it is noted that the current Homechoice List is not fit for purpose and needs a 
review as often people can be replicated by area. It was agreed  to write to Cornwall Council 
to request a review and consultation of its affordable housing policy.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
Councillor Murley left the meeting at 9:17pm. 
 
e) Radio Station Historic Plaque update: 
 
It was agreed to support this project and award a grant of £78.00 for the costs of the plaque, 
noting that a formal grant application form should be submitted.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
f) Cornwall Council Budget Update Briefing – 7th November 10:00: 
 
Noted 
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g) East Somerset Railway re St Erth Footbridge: 
 
Photos were shared of the bridge now it has been moved to Cranmore and the invitation to 
attend an opening event towards the end of 2025 was noted. 
 
155/11/24-25  Agenda Items for a future meeting 
 
It was noted that Councillors would submit agenda items for future meetings to the Clerk in 
writing no later than Monday 25th November.  
 
Councillor Spencer-Smith left the meeting at 9.23pm. 
 
156/11/24-25  Meeting Dates 
 
It was noted that the next Ordinary Meeting will take place at 7.00pm on Tuesday 3rd 
December at St Erth School.  
 
157/11/24-25  Exclusion of the Press & Public 
 
It was RESOLVED that in accordance with S.1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act, 1960, the Press and Public be excluded from the meeting during the 
consideration of the following business owing to the confidential nature of that business. 
 
158/11/24-25  Review of Pension Scheme Provision 
 
The Council considered the Clerk’s report and it was RESOLVED to delegate this review to 
the Staffing Committee to bring back a recommendation to the next Council meeting.  
(Action: The Clerk) 
 
At 9.30pm during the previous agenda item, it was RESOLVED to continue the meeting to 
complete any business on the agenda. 
 
159/11/24-25  Staffing Matters 
 
The Clerk had worked over her contract hours and taken back some of the lieu time from 
September but still had over 5 weeks holiday to take.  It was agreed to monitor this. 
 
 
The Chair closed the meeting at 9:38pm. 
 
 
 
Signed:      Chair       Date:      


