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Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of St Erth Parish Council held on Tuesday 3™
December 2024 at St Erth School, commencing at 7.00pm

Present: Councillors W Chappell, J Kersey, S Murley, J Parris, N Player (Chair), P Rodda
& A Spencer-Smith

In attendance: F Drew (Clerk), Cornwall Councillor (C/ClIr) J Martin, J Pender (Planning
Consultant), P Rickaby (Architect) and 1 member of the public.

160/12/24-25 Apologies for absence

Councillors T Greatrex (Vice-Chair), E Jenkin, J Lee & T Taylor.

161/12/24-25 Declarations of interest & dispensations

None

162/12/24-25 Community participation

None

163/12/24-25 Action required on matters raised during community participation

None

164/12/24-25 Minutes

It was RESOLVED that the Chair of the meeting signs as a true and accurate record, the
minutes of the Ordinary meeting held on 5" November 2024 as previously circulated.
(Action: The Chair)

165/12/24-25 Clerk’s Report

a) Previous month’s meeting:

The Council noted the following updates relating to actions from the last minutes:

e 143/11/24-25i) Smugglers Inn — this has been superseded by the planning application.

o 143/11/24-25ii) Caravan Trenhayle Lane — this has now been removed.

e 146/11/24-25ci) APP/D0840/W/24/3351290 — Appeal re Land West of Calais Road;
awaiting decision.

o 146/11/24-25di) PA24/08140 — DoM re Boscarnek — the Housing Officer has received
satisfactory clarification regarding the wording.

o 146/11/24-25ei) PA24/08297 — Tredrea Manor; awaiting decision.

o 147/11/24-25bii) Highways — a response has been received which the Clerk will circulate.
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o 147/11/24-25biii) Public Meeting with Diocese — minutes have been circulated and will
be added to the website.

o 147/11/24-25bvi) Boscarnek Liaison Group meeting — awaiting a response regarding the
request for a kissing gate.

e 148/11/24-25 Policies — website has been updated.

149/11/24-25a) Payments for approval — credit notes have been issued by Corserv with

regards to incorrectly charged items on the Q1 & Q2 consumables invoices.

150/11/24-25 Vestry Rooms — the removal work is commencing on 4" December.

152/11/24-25 St Erth Bridge — a response has been received which the Clerk will circulate

154/11/24-25 Housing Allocation — due to current workload this has yet to be followed up.

154/11/24-25 Radio Station Historic Plaque — a grant application has been submitted and

the grant paid.

b) Ongoing outstanding matters:
The ongoing matters as listed in the report were noted with no further updates received.
c) Additional Matters to Note:

e Public Toilets — there have been a number of incidents recently in the toilets including
white paint being smeared across the windows and fixtures, the alarm pull cord being
activated on a couple of occasions, and large amounts of toilet roll spread across the road

e Precept Request Extension — the Clerk, with the agreement of the Chair & Vice-Chair,
has requested an extension for submitting the precept request to Cornwall Council to 315t
January 2025, due to current workload. The draft budget will be circulated in early
January and a date will need to be agreed to discuss this.

o Defibrillator — the pads for the defibrillator by the toilets expired last month and a
replacement was ordered and installed at a cost of £67.02 which has already been
reimbursed to the Clerk.

166/12/24-25 Planning

a) Applications:

i) PA24/07798: To convert the existing public house the Smugglers Inn into 5 dwellings;
Smugglers Inn, 3 Calais Road, St Erth Praze. Following lengthy discussion where the
Council noted its disappointment at the potential loss of another community asset, it was
RESOLVED to object unless evidence to the contrary can be shown that the application
complies with policies ED8 and CBF1 of the St Erth Neighbourhood Development Plan
(NDP). The Design & Access Statement states the pub was closed in July 2022 which is
incorrect as it finally stopped trading in September 2023. No evidence is available to dispute
the tenants assertion that the pub was still viable at the point they were given notice to
vacate and as stated in the NDP it is reasonable to require that the loss of any community
facility of value should be justified by evidence before development proceeds and it is
important that sufficient evidence is provided to enable a proper assessment. Councillors
therefore request clarification of what active marketing took place, if the marketing value
was set at a realistic level and confirmation from the Case Officer that they have seen copies
of the applicants financial records to prove the commercial viability of the business as a pub
has been exhausted. Should sufficient evidence be provided to satisfy these policies, the
Council also requests clarification regarding the amenity space and car parking as no
gardens have been shown on the plans, and queries if this is a sustainable location for new



housing. There is no pavement outside and whilst there is a bus stop nearby this is only
served by school and college buses and not a regular year-round route. (Action: The Clerk)

b) Cornwall Council Decisions:

i) PA24/07439: Conversion of loft space and construction of dormer windows; 6 Battery Mill
Lane, St Erth; Approved with conditions

i) PA24/05567: Construction of 9 Dwellings and Associated Works; Land NE of the Lamb
& Flag, Canonstown; Withdrawn

iii) PA24/06250: Alterations and extensions to existing dwelling; Church House, 24 Church
Street, St Erth; Approved with conditions

iv) PA23/01375/PREAPP: Pre-application advice for installation of speakers and speaker
columns; St Erth Station, Station Approach, St Erth; Advice given

v) PA24/01094/PREAPP: Pre-application advice for a residential development; Smugglers
Inn, 3 Calais Road, St Erth Praze; Advice given.

c) To consider any other planning matter received at or before the start of the meeting:
None

167/12/24-25 Vestry Rooms

Mr Pender outlined the details for the proposed conversion of the Vestry Rooms to a
residential property in order to preserve the heritage asset and a viable use for the building
going forwards. Likely planning issues were discussed, and the NDP criteria noted in
relation to community assets, as was the community consultation undertaken in this regard.
Mrs Rickaby presented the drawings outlining the rationale behind the recommendations. It
was RESOLVED to agree the plans presented be submitted as a planning application.

168/12/24-25 Reports

a) Cornwall Councillor’s report:

The Council noted C/Councillor Martin’s report and a discussion took place regarding the
budget deficit and planning.

b) Other Reports:

i) Cornwall Council Finance Briefing and Second Homes Council Tax Premium
Update 7t November: The Council noted the presentation that had been previously
circulated.

ii) Heritage, Local Plans & Class Q Permitted Development Training by Andrew
Towlerton 20t November: Councillor Murley’s notes had been circulated and any slides
from the training will be circulated when available. (Action: The Clerk)

iii) Consultation Police / CAP Liaison Meeting 27t November: This had been
rescheduled for 4" December



iv) Emergency Resilience in the Telecoms Network Briefing 28t November: The
Ministerial response to Cornwall Council had been shared. Councillor Martin agreed to
continue to lobby on behalf of the area, including the MP, and it was agreed to share any
information provided to the community and confirm that Cornwall Council will be contacting
all those already on their database listed as vulnerable. (Action: C/Clir Martin & the Clerk)

v) CRCC’s Rural Transport Solutions Round Table 29" November: The Council noted
the report that had been previous circulated and Councillor Murley reported that the
summary covered the points that were discussed at the meeting.

vi) Treloweth Development Community Liaison Group meeting 3™ December:
Councillor Player gave a brief update and the draft minutes will be circulated when available.
(Action: The Clerk)

169/12/24-25 Governance

a) Membership of Professional Bodies:

The Council considered the Clerk’s report and it was RESOLVED to

e continue with membership of the Cornwall Association of Local Councils (CALC) with the
renewal due in April 2025;

e continue with membership of the Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium Management
(ICCM) with the renewal due in April 2025;

e continue to pay the Clerk’s membership fees for the Society of Local Council Clerks
(SLCC) at a cost of £240 with payment to be made in December 2024 ahead of renewal.

(Action: The Clerk)

b) Reserves Policy:

It was RESOLVED to approve the amendments to the Reserves Policy as circulated.
(Action: The Clerk)

c) Annual Investment Strategy:

It was RESOLVED to approve the amendments to the Annual Investment Strategy as
circulated. (Action: The Clerk)

170/12/24-25 Financial Matters

a) Income & Expenditure for November 2024:

It was RESOLVED to note income received, ratify regular monthly payments made and
approve payments due as follows: (Action: The Clerk, & Clirs Greatrex, Lee & Taylor)

Receipts received:

Saints Funeral Directors £260.00 Cemetery - interment

Peakes Funeral Directors £610.00 Cemetery - interment

Martin & Sons Mon Masons £35.00 Cemetery — additional inscription
W J Winn Funeral Directors £610.00 Cemetery - interment

CCLA PSDF £98.72 Interest — November

TOTAL £1,613.72



Regqular Payments to note:
Everflow
Hello Comtec

£38.50
£12.00

Public Conveniences — Water
VOIP Landline Phone

British Gas £19.53 Vestry Rooms — Electricity

British Gas £28.45 Public Conveniences — Electricity

SeaDog IT Ltd £29.95 Website hosting fee

Cherry Trees £986.00 Parks, Churchyards & Cemetery — Grass cutting
Salaries £2,933.65 Monthly salary inc tax, NI & pension

Google £59.80 Gmail account

TOTAL £4,107.88

Payments for SERRCA Project already paid:

Ropes Direct
Sustainable Furniture
RSPB

Macsalvors Ltd

£42.96
£90.00
£136.00
£49.96

Sisal rope for riverbank repairs
Additional soft ground anchor kits x 2
Bat x 2 & Bird x 4 boxes
Wheelbarrow

The Grower £126.30 50x tree whips, mulch mats & pegs
GreenTech Ltd £230.40 Terra wraps & canes

Macsalvors Ltd £352.78 Fencing pins & rope

TOTAL £1,028.40

Payments approved previously and already paid:

Mike Griffiths

£78.00

Grant (154/11/24-25¢€)

Greenman Treeworks £200.00 Ash Tree — Car Park (102/09/24-25d part)
TOTAL £278.00

Payments for approval:

Corserv Facilities £1,069.79 Public Conveniences - Cleaning — November
Corserv Facilities -£33.08 Public Conveniences — credit Q1

Corserv Facilities -99.25 Public Conveniences — credit Q2

F Drew £99.02 Clerk’s expenses (itemised on invoice)
SWPSI £40.00 Monthly Play Inspection — November

F Drew £230.60 SERRCAP — Equipment & PPE

St Erth Methodist Church £10.00 Annual Christmas Tree festival donation
Glasdon UK Ltd £1,042.30 SERRCAP - Bin

EMO Electrical Services £183.60 Public Conveniences electrical works estimate
EMO Electrical Services £171.26 Defibrillator cabinet installation estimate

D Thomas Building Services  £1,011.00 Vestry Rooms rubble clearance estimate
TOTAL £3,725.24

b) Month end bank reconciliation:

Councillor Parris confirmed a satisfactory bank reconciliation for October had been
completed with the Clerk.

¢) Community Chest Grant:
It was RESOLVED to submit an application to Councillor Martin’s Community Chest Fund

for £200.00 for wildflower seeds and £200.00 towards a new picnic bench both for the new
Nature area. Councillor Martin confirmed his support for this. (Action: The Clerk)



171/12/24-25 St Erth Riverside Regeneration & Community Access Project

The Clerk gave a verbal update to advise on progress with the work.

172/12/24-25 Highways Matters

a) Proposed Roadworks:

i) Station Approach, St Erth: 3rd — 5" March 2025 (24 hours - road closed); Sunbelt
Rentals. Noted.

b) Relubbus Traffic Calming Consultation:
The feedback provided by Highways regarding this consultation was noted.

173/12/24-25 Open Spaces

a) Monthly Inspection Report:
The inspection report for Battery Mill play park for November was noted.

174/12/24-25 Correspondence

a) Enabling Remote Attendance and Proxy Voting at Local Authority Meetings
consultation:

It was RESOLVED to submit a response to support the principle of remote attendance but
noting that it would be challenging to deliver for smaller Councils. It was also agreed not to
support the principles of proxy voting. Councillors were encouraged to submit their own
individual responses. (Action: The Clerk)

b) Road Safety Survey Lets Talk Cornwall:

It was agreed if Councillors wish to respond they would do so as individuals.

c) St lves & Hayle Local Cycling & Walking Infrastructure Plan Stakeholder Meeting &
Consultation:

It was agreed to contact the project facilitator to express extreme disappointment not to
have been included in the Stakeholders meeting, particularly given the location including
Cycle Route 3. It was agreed that Councillors would submit comments individually and
Councillor Kersey would put together a response and copy in the Clerk. (Action: Clir Kersey)
Councillors Murley & Kersey left the meeting at 9:12pm.

175/12/24-25 Agenda Items for a future meeting

It was noted that Councillors would submit agenda items for future meetings to the Clerk in
writing no later than Monday 30" December.



176/12/24-25 Meeting Dates

a) Next Council meeting:

It was noted that the next Ordinary Meeting will take place at 7.00pm on Tuesday 7t January
at St Erth School.

b) Additional meeting dates:
It was RESOLVED to agree extra meeting dates for 215t January 2025 and 29™ April 2025
and set the date for the Annual Council meeting for 20t May 2025. A Budget Working Group

meeting was also agreed for 14" January. (Action: The Clerk)

177/12/24-25 Exclusion of the Press & Public

It was RESOLVED that in accordance with S.1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to
Meetings) Act, 1960, the Press and Public be excluded from the meeting during the
consideration of the following business owing to the confidential nature of that business.

178/12/24-25 Review of Pension Scheme Provision

It was noted that it had not been possible to hold a Staffing Committee meeting and it was
agreed to refer a decision back to Full Council at its next meeting in January. (Action: The
Clerk)

179/12/24-25 Staffing Matters

The Clerk had worked over her contract hours and currently had 12 hours lieu time to use.

The Chair closed the meeting at 9:18pm.

Signed: Chair Date:




