
 

 

The Vestry Rooms 
25 Fore Street 

St Erth  TR27 6HT 
Tel: 01736 757575 

Email: clerk@sterth-pc.gov.uk 
Website: www.sterth-pc.gov.uk 

 
 
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of St Erth Parish Council held on Tuesday 3rd 
October 2023 at St Erth School, commencing at 7.00pm  
 
Present: Councillors W Chappell, E Jenkin, J Kersey, J Lee, S Murley, J Parris, N Player 
(Chair), P Rodda & T Taylor 
 
In attendance: F Drew (Clerk), Cornwall Councillor J Martin & one member of the public 
 
097/10/23-24  Apologies for absence 
 
Councillors T Greatrex (Vice-Chair) & A Spencer-Smith 
 
098/10/23-24  Declarations of interest & dispensations 
 
None 
 
099/10/23-24  Community participation 
 
A resident attended to speak about the planning appeal for the Lamb & Flag Inn.   
 
100/10/23-24  Action required on matters raised during community participation 
 
The Chair advised that matters raised will be discussed during agenda item 7ci). 
 
101/10/23-24  Minutes  
 
It was RESOLVED that the Chair of the meeting signs as a true and accurate record, the 
minutes of the Ordinary meeting held on 4th September 2023, as previously circulated.  
(Action: The Chair) 
 
102/10/23-24  Clerk’s Report 
 
The Council noted the Clerk’s report regarding updates from previous minutes as follows:   

• 054/07/23-24b) Legionella Risk Assessment – the Clerk has now attended the 
Responsible Person training as agreed and will be drafting a Written Scheme and 
Scheme of Control for Council to approve on a future agenda. 

• 070/08/23-24a) Meeting with Highways – Andy Hoskin, Highways, has now offered some 
meeting dates and it was agreed that the Chair, Vice-Chair & Clerk would attend, also 
inviting Councillor Martin. 

• 085/09/23-24ai) PA23/06028 – 73 Strawberry Hill, Tolroy Manor Holiday Park, St Erth 
Praze; awaiting decision. 

• 085/09/23-24aii) PA23/06353 – Bosence Farm, Townshend; awaiting decision. 

• 085/09/23-24cii) PA22/04682 – Appeal re Triview; awaiting decision. 

• 085/09/23-24di) PA23/06207 – St Erth Station; awaiting decision. 

• 086/09/23-24a) St Ives School Bus – the Chair has sent an email of support as agreed, 
the response was noted and this will be followed up with the School.   
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• 086/09/23-24bi) Carbon Neutral Homes – the Clerk has emailed to advise of the Council’s 
position regarding the Chenhalls Road site. 

• 086/09/23-24biv) NDP next steps report – Cllr Taylor has completed this and it will be 
discussed by the NDP Working Group first before being presented on a future agenda. 

• 086/09/23-24v) CAP Police Liaison meeting – notes have been circulated. 

• 086/09/23-24vii) Recycling Webinar – notes have been circulated. 

• 088/09/23-24 Governance – the website has been amended to reflect updated policies. 

• 088/09/23-24b) Document Retention Policy – this will be included on the next agenda. 

• 089/09/23-24b) 20mph Speed Limit Consultation for Relubbus; acknowledgment 
received and awaiting outcome. 

• 090/09/23-24a&b) Bins – these have been ordered; the decision regarding a new bin at 
Green Lane park will be included as an agenda item once the two bins in Battery Mill park 
have been installed.  It was noted Cornwall Council had made an error regarding the price 
quoted for emptying but would honour it for this year, noting that the increase would be 
implemented in 2024/25 alongside index linked changes. 

• 090/09/23-24c) Trees – the PCC has agreed to the necessary work in the Churchyard, 
the contractors have been engaged to carry out the works and an update will be provided 
when everything has been completed. 

 
Additional Matters to Note: 

• Boscarnek Development – Gilbert & Goode has advised that work is now due to start 
on 23rd October with enabling work starting w/c 9th October. 

• Abandoned vehicle in SEPC car park – this has been reported to the Police and 
Cornwall Council to try and get it removed. 

• Scribefest Webinar – the Clerk attended a free online webinar on 21st September which 
included, amongst other topics, how to achieve Net Zero (relevant links have been shared 
with the Green Working Group), legalities relating to a Council’s agenda & minutes, 
engagement & working together, and internal audit. 

 
103/10/23-24  Planning 
 
a) Applications: 
  
i) PA23/06694: Proposed new outbuilding to dwelling to accommodate home office; North 
Barn, Trelean Barn, Steppy Downs Road, St Erth Praze.  It was RESOLVED to support the 
application with the request that conditions be included to restrict the building’s use to non-
residential only and that it be tied to the main dwelling in order that it cannot be sold off 
separately in the future.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
b) Decisions: 
 
i) PA23/00125: Listed Building Consent for new vertical slate covering the west end gable; 
Tredrea Cottage, 43 Tredrea Lane, St Erth; Approved with conditions.  The Clerk advised 
that the Case Officer had made an error and this application should have been subject to 
the Local Council Protocol as the Council had objected when consulted.  The Case Officer 
has apologized and confirmed that the Conservation Officer was now satisfied of the steps 
taken. 
 
ii) PA23/05795: Certificate of lawfulness existing use of building as a separate self-
contained residential unit; Granted 
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c) Other: 
 
i) APP/D0840/W/23/3318316: Appeal against refusal of PA21/11603 Conversion of 
redundant building to form five apartments; Lamb & Flag Inn, Canonstown.  It was 
RESOLVED to submit the statement as previously circulated, with a few minor amendments, 
in support of Cornwall Council’s refusal of this application.  It was also agreed to update 
Councillor Linda Taylor following her earlier involvement in the case.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
ii) PA23/06353: Provision of new conservatory for residents use joined to existing buildings; 
Bosence Farm, 69 Bosence Road, Townshend.  It was RESOLVED to agree to disagree  in 
response to the Local Protocol, but ask that the Case Officer requests the applicant consider 
replanting trees elsewhere on the site to mitigate any loss, noting that this will be a request 
as opposed to a condition.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
d) To consider any other planning matter received at/before the start of the meeting: 
 
None 
 
104/10/23-24  Reports 
 
a) Cornwall Councillor’s Report:  
 
Councillor Martin gave a verbal report to include: discussing Cornwall Council’s budget and 
potential budget deficit, and current housing need which is unobtainable under the existing 
system, at a recent Economic Growth & Development Scrutiny Committee meeting; advising 
that hardcore will be delivered to Green Lane in the next month. 
  
b) Other Reports:  
 
i) Estate Working Group meeting: 18th September: The Clerk gave a verbal update on 
progress to include: Councillors suggestions had been discussed and added to the priority 
list as appropriate; relevant partners were being added to the spreadsheet; a meeting is 
being arranged with the Levelling Up Facilitator for West Cornwall to discuss suitable 
projects for funding.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
ii) Treloweth Community Liaison Group meeting 25th September: The Council noted the 
draft minutes which had been already been circulated. 
 
iii) Green Working Group 25th September:  The Clerk gave a verbal update on progress 
to include: completing the review of current policies to ensure conformity with the Council’s 
Environmental Statement; looking at options for a relevant Procurement Policy;  undertaking 
an options appraisal for carbon auditing tools. 
 
iv) Savills meeting 27th September: The Clerk reported that representatives of the Parish 
Council had met recently with Savills, who are responsible for managing the Diocese of 
Truro’s property portfolio, and the Head of St Erth Primary School.  Having been advised 
that the Diocese had signed an options agreement on the Glebe Land, the Council wanted 
to get a clearer understanding about what this means in relation to how it can support the 
School and the community with regards to the future provision of open space in the area.  
The Council, as with any potential developments in the parish, advised it would welcome 
open discussions in a public forum, and be happy to facilitate any public meetings involving 
all interested parties. 
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105/10/23-24  Financial Matters 
 
a) Income & Expenditure for September 2023:   
 
It was RESOLVED to note income received, ratify regular monthly payments made and 
approve payments due as follows: (Action: The Clerk, & Cllrs Greatrex, Lee & Taylor) 
 
Income received:                 

   

Cornwall Council £32,027.50 Second precept payment 

Interest £108.26 Interest – August 

TOTAL £32,135.76  
 
Regular Payments to note:   

Pennon Water Services £29.50 Water – Public Conveniences 

Hello Comtec £12.00 VOIP Phone diversion 

British Gas £20.67 Electricity – Vestry Rooms 

British Gas £16.51 Electricity – Public Conveniences 

SeaDog IT Ltd £29.95 Website hosting fee 

Cherry Trees £963.50 Grass cutting – Churchyard, Cemetery, Playparks 

Salaries  £2,628.71 
Monthly salary inc tax, NI & pension plus additional 
2 hours as agreed (090/09/23-24b) 

Google £56.81 Gmail account 
TOTAL £3,757.65  
 
Payments agreed previously and already paid: 
Jon Pender £50.00 Planning advice 

TOTAL £50.00  

 
Payments for approval: 
Corserv Facilities £630.00 Cleaning – Public Conveniences – September 

F Drew £71.28 Clerk’s expenses (itemised on invoice) 

SWPSI £40.00 Monthly Play Inspection – September 

Cherry Trees £4,908.00 
Grass Lock Matting following mini ramp 
installation 

Cherry Trees £90.00 Install sign at Battery Mill play park 

Jon Pender £75.00 Planning advice 

Maverick Industries £3,000.00 Mini ramp launch event 

Cherry Trees £2,005.05 Local Maintenance Partnership – 2nd Cut 

Attic Design & Print £18.00 A4 sign for Battery Mill play park 

Cherry Trees £90.00 Strim 3 sections of riverbank footpath 

Corserv Facilities £180.00 Clean & descale Wallgate 

Play Inspection Company £120.00 Annual Inspection report Battery Mill play park 

St Erth School £90.00 Room Hire – April-Sept (6 meetings) 

TOTAL £11,317.33  

 
Payments for approval and payment in October: 
St John’s Ambulance £338.40 Provide cover for Mini ramp launch event 

Glasdon £2,084.59 2 Enviropol Bins for Battery Mill play park 

TOTAL £2,422.99  
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b) Month end bank reconciliation: 
 
Councillor Parris confirmed a satisfactory bank reconciliation for August had been completed 
with the Clerk. 
 
c) Second Quarter Budget Update: 
 
The Council noted the Clerk’s report and no concerns were raised.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
d) Asset Valuation: 
 
The Council considered the Clerk’s report and it was RESOLVED to engage Douglas 
Cawley Associates to carry out valuations on the Vestry Rooms and Vicarage Gate, with 
separate insurance valuations on the Vestry Rooms and the Toilets, at a total cost of 
£400.00.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
e) Department for Health & Social Care Community Automated Defibrillator Fund: 
 
The Council considered the Clerk’s report and it was agreed, subject to agreement from 
Pitch & Putt regarding location, to submit an application.  (Action: Cllr Parris & the Clerk) 
 
106/10/23-24  Governance 
 
a) Boscarnek Development Community Liaison Group Terms of Reference: 
 
It was RESOLVED to approve and adopt the terms of reference as previously circulated, 
reconfirming Councillors Murley & Player as the Council representatives, with Councillor 
Jenkin as a substitute if required.  It was further agreed to a date of the last Monday of the 
month at either 6.00 or 7.00pm, if suitable with Gilbert & Goode.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
107/10/23-24  Highways Matters 
 
a) Highways Improvements Update:  
 
The Clerk had been advised today that none of the outstanding works has been completed.  
A date of Wednesday 18th October has been set for a public meeting as previously agreed, 
to review the work carried out and the process as a whole.  The Project Lead will attend the 
meeting to receive feedback and answer any questions.  The meeting will take place at 
6.00pm in the Methodist Hall at a cost of £20.00.  (Action: The Clerk)  
 
108/10/23-24  Open Spaces 
 
a) Mini Skate Ramp Project:  
 
The Chair reported on the recent successful launch event and thanked everyone who 
attended.  The Clerk advised that she will be submitting the next CIL claim shortly and will 
be writing a report for Cornwall Council now the project is complete.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
b) Monthly Inspection Report & Maintenance Work: 
 
The inspection report for Battery Mill play park was noted with no action required.  The Clerk 
informed the Council that the Annual Inspection has just been completed and the report will 
be available for consideration at the next meeting.  (Action: The Clerk) 
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c) River Hayle Section 2: 
 
The Clerk updated on the Environment Agency’s position regarding its modelling work which 
has been further delayed, and discussions regarding the potential to carry out in river works 
out of season.  It was noted that the three small sections of the riverbank footpath had been 
strimmed, as previously agreed, and discussions took place as to how to highlight the route 
in these places to walkers.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
109/10/23-24  Correspondence 
 
a) Christmas Tree Festival: 
 
It was agreed to take part, noting the requested donation of £10.00, and Councillors Player 
and Kersey and the Clerk would be happy to decorate the tree.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
b) DisAbility Cornwall & IOS request for support in the purchase and redesign of the 
Smugglers Inn to a Health & Well-being Inclusion Centre 
 
It was agreed that the Council looks forward to considering the change of use planning 
application when it is submitted and to welcoming disAbility Cornwall & IOS to a public 
meeting to present its plans which sound very interesting, but do not feel it is appropriate at 
this stage to give a letter of support when the Council needs to consider any subsequent 
application, as a statutory consultee, objectively.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
Councillor Murley left the meeting at 9.00pm. 
 
c) Cornwall Council Draft Budget Consultation: 
 
Noted 
 
d) Cornwall Council Licensing Act Policy Review Consultation: 
 
Noted 
 
e) Cornwall Association of Local Councils (CALC) AGM – 24th October 2023: 
 
It was agreed  to give the Council’s apologies.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
f) CALC Training Bulletin Sept – Dec 2023:  
 
Noted – any Councillors who wished to attend training to contact the Clerk. 
 
g) National Association of Local Councils Financial Regulations Consultation: 
 
It was agreed that the Clerk would submit feedback as relevant.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
h) Network Rail Access for All Footbridge Works: 
 
It was noted that work started on 4th September and is due for completion in Spring 2024. 
 
i) West Cornwall HealthWatch campaign to reinstate 24 hours opening of the Urgent 
Treatment Care Centre at West Cornwall Hospital:  
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It was RESOLVED that the Council believes a 24/7 Urgent Treatment Centre at West 
Cornwall Hospital is vital to the people of West Cornwall and the many thousands of visitors 
to the area each year, and also to relieve pressure on an already overstretched Emergency 
Department at Royal Cornwall Hospital in Truro.  We call on the Cornwall and Isles of Scilly 
Integrated Care Board and Royal Cornwall Hospitals NHS Trust to reinstate the night service 
at the Urgent Treatment Centre at West Cornwall Hospital as a matter of urgency.  (Action: 
The Clerk) 
 
j) Cornwall Local Access Forum: 
 
A request had been received to attend the next Forum meeting on 24th October to feedback 
on the Council’s experiences of the River Hayle Project.  It was agreed to ask Councillor 
Murley, as the Council’s representative for this project,  if he would be happy to attend or, if 
not, write  a report for the meeting.  (Action: Cllr Murley & the Clerk) 
 
k) Cornwall Council Polling Districts & Polling Places Review: 
 
Due to the deadline of 6th November, it was agreed to forward the information to Councillors 
for comment and for the Clerk to submit a response if appropriate.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
110/10/23-24  Agenda Items for a future meeting 
 
It was noted that Councillors should submit agenda items for future meetings to the Clerk in 
writing no later than Monday 30th October. 
 
111/10/23-24  Meeting Dates 
 
It was noted that the next Ordinary Council Meeting will take place at 7.00pm on Tuesday 
7th November 2023 at St Erth School.  
 
112/10/23-24  Exclusion of the Press and Public 
 
It was RESOLVED that in accordance with S.1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to 
Meetings) Act, 1960, the Press and Public be excluded from the meeting during the 
consideration of the following business owing to the confidential nature of that business. 
 
113/10/23-24  Legal Matters 
 
a) Land Matters: 
 
The Clerk updated Councillors on the request received, and it was agreed that if the 
information was commercially sensitive it could be submitted in confidence to the Council 
via email.  (Action: The Clerk) 
 
114/10/23-24  Staffing Matters 
 
The Clerk had worked her contract hours in September having taken some annual leave, 
but it was noted that whilst she has taken annual leave throughout the year, this has not 
always been using holiday hours due to hours worked, and this will need to be monitored. 
 
The Chair closed the meeting at 9.23pm. 
 
Signed:      Chair       Date:      


