
Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting of St Erth Parish Council held on Tuesday 4 December 
2018 in The Vestry Rooms, Fore Street, St Erth, commencing at 7.00pm. 

Councillors present: K. J. Buzza (Chairman), Mrs. W. M. Chappell, M. J. Hanley (Vice-
Chairman), E. B. Jenkin, Mrs. J. Lee, N. Player, P. Rodda, and A. Spencer-Smith. 

Others present:  two members of the community, CC Lionel Pascoe and Peter Rylett 
(Clerk to the Council). 

Apologies for absence: Councillor Ms. J. Kersey and Councillor Jenkin stated that 
Councillor Rodda would be late. 

120/18-19 Declarations of Interest 

There were none. 

121/18-19 Community participation 

No matters were raised. 

122/18-19 Planning and Listed Building applications 

a) PA18/10624: Non-material amendment in relation to Planning Approval PA11/09753: 
Soft Landscaping revisions: land ESE of St Erth Railway Station. 

RESOLVED – that this application be supported but the Parish Council notes that the 
Monkey Puzzle tree in the North Car Park area will be removed and so a condition 
requiring its replacement with one or more trees of the same variety (section 8 of the 
planning application) would be appreciated. 

(Action by: the Clerk) 

b) PA18/10286: Erection of domestic extension and self-contained annex: 11 St Erth Hill. 

RESOLVED – that this application be supported but the Parish Council requests that 
conditions be added to prevent the extension and self-contained annex from being sold 
off or otherwise separated from the main dwelling and to prevent holiday use. 

(Action by: the Clerk) 

c) PA18/09984: Conversion of garage/workshop building to form a self-contained annexe 
for a family member: Relubbus House, Tregembo Hill, Relubbus. 

RESOLVED – that this application be supported but the Parish Council requests that 
conditions be added to prevent the self-contained annex from being sold off or otherwise 
legally separated from the main dwelling and to prevent holiday use. 

(Action by: the Clerk) 

123/18-19 Minutes  

RESOLVED – that the Chairman signs as a true and correct record, the minutes of the 
ordinary meeting held on 6 November 2018. 

The Clerk then provided the following update on the current position of the planning 
application considered at the meeting of the Council held on 6 November 2018: 
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a) PA18/08867: Retention of dwelling, re-positioned within plot following planning 
approval PA17/00639: 20 Lanuthnoe Estate St Erth Hill – awaiting determination by the 
Local Planning Authority. 

124/18-19 Reports from Councillors/Clerk on meetings held since the previous 
meeting of the Council 

Community Network Panel on 12 November. 

The Chairman had attended this meeting and reported that the following matters had 
been considered: Community Enforcement update; CC Draft budget; St Ives Skate Park; 
and Community Network Highways Scheme. 

(Councillor Rodda arrived at this point). 

In terms of the Highways Scheme, much of the discussion had been about the process 
being followed to agree the list of schemes. Some representatives had expected to vote 
on the various proposals even though it had not been indicated prior to the meeting that 
representatives should come with a 'mandate' from their Councils of what to vote for. 

After much debate it had been agreed to defer any decision making until the February 
meeting of the CNP and that, by the start of January, Councils would be provided with 
more information (costs, etc.) to enable representatives to have an informed discussion 
and voting. 

Following discussion, it was 

RESOLVED – that: 

1. Cornwall Council be requested to provide maps of the locations in the parish where St 
Erth Parish Council’s highway improvements have been agreed but which now require 
more detailed work to complete; 

2. the Highway Improvements Working Group meet at the earliest opportunity to finalise: 
the details in 1. above; improvements to the crossing point of the Cycle Way in Water 
Lane, including signage; improvements to the access onto the Cycle Way at the Chenhalls 
Road/Causeway junction; improved access onto the Causeway from the RSPB Reserve; and 

3.once complete, to report back to the Council for approval so that the this list of 
improvements can be put forward to the CNP in February. 

(Action by: the Clerk) 

125/18-19 Correspondence from Cornwall Council requiring response 

None.  

126/18-19 Budget and Precept 2019-20  

The Council considered the report of the Clerk/Responsible Financial Officer which had 
been prepared following the informal budget meeting of the Council on 13 November. The 
Council noted that by agreeing to set the budget proposed, it would result in an increase 
of 2% on a Council Tax Band D property and that the Parish Council proportion of Council 
Tax for a Band D property would increase from £111.93 to £114.17 per annum in 2019-20. 

On consideration, the Council 
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RESOLVED – that: 

a) the budget for 2018-19, as set out in the appendix to the report, be approved and 
adopted; and 

b) Cornwall Council be requested to provide a precept of £55,228 to St Erth Parish Council 
for 2019-20. 

(Action by: the Clerk) 

127/18-19 Receipts and Payments for November 2018  

RESOLVED – that the payments due be authorised. 

The following had been received

Cemetery fees 
Allotment rents

£470.00 
£172.00

TOTAL £642.00

The following had been paid by Direct Debit or Standing Order

Utility Warehouse   £11.85 Electricity - Vestry Rooms

Cherry Trees  £856.80 Grass cutting – parks, churchyard and 
cemeteries 

SeaDog IT 
Google 
South West Water 
British Gas 
BT 
NEST pension scheme 

£18.95 
£39.60 
£367.00 
£23.00 
£103.32 
£112.43 

Website hosting fee 
Gmail account 
Water - Public Conveniences 
Electricity - Public Conveniences 
Quarterly phone bill – Vestry Rooms 
Employer contribution of £62.46 and 
employee contribution of £49.97

TOTAL £1,532.95

The following payments were due as at 30 November 2018

P Rylett  £1,293.83 Clerk’s salary (net pay - see Note 1 below)

P Rylett  £1,046.08 Clerk’s expenses (see Note 2 below)

HMRC 
Cormac Solutions Ltd. 
St Erth School 
St Erth Christmas Lights 
Association 
Hayle Day Care Centre 
Headland Printers Ltd. 
Headland Printers Ltd. 
SeaDog IT 

SeaDog IT

£336.37 
£450.20 
£100.00 
£100.00 

£100.00 
£195.60 
£15.60 
£18.15 

£175.00

PAYE and NI 
Cleaning/re-stocking Toilets 
Annual grant 
Annual grant 

Annual grant 
Agenda for November Parish Council meeting 
Printing name cards 
Adjustment for underpayment of 3 x monthly 
website hosting fees (see Note 3 below) 
PollDaddy Pro subscription (website surveys) 
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Note 1   The gross monthly pay was £1,561.55. The net pay of £1,293.83 was the amount 
payable following deductions of tax and national insurance and with a deduction from the 
net pay of the employee’s contribution to the NEST pension scheme of £49.97 as shown 
above.  

Note 2   The sum of £1,046.08 was comprised of: 

Note 3 

In October, the website hosting fee increased from £18.95 to £25.00 per month but the 
notification was not seen as the email went into the Clerk’s junk mail folder.  

When this was discovered, a letter was prepared to instruct the bank to increase the 
Standing Order. However, the letter has just been returned from the bank as the signature 
of one of the authorised signatories appeared to vary slightly from the original ‘master’ 
signature. 

Accordingly, a new letter has been prepared but it will not be processed in time to adjust 
the December Standing Order payment as this cannot be dealt with at the local branch – 
the local branch has to send off the instruction to a regional office. 

Therefore, the payment of £18.15 addresses the ‘underpayment’ of the new hosting fee 
for October, November and December. The position will be regularised from January. 

128/18-19 Future of the Star Inn 

The Council considered the report of the Clerk which advised that he had been informed 
that the current tenants of the pub had decided to leave early next year and the reasons 
for that decision. 

It was suggested that the pub would only thrive if it could be owned by an alternative 
body that only had the interests of retaining it as community asset rather than 
maximizing profit for its shareholders and the Council was asked to consider nominating it 
as a community asset, thus enabling an interested community co-operative the right to 
bid on the pub should the brewery decide to sell it. 

TOTAL £3,830.83

Home Office Payment £18.00

Reimbursement of:

Telephone calls £0

Postage/stamps £52.20

Consumables  

Office equipment

£107.22 

£834.46

Printer paper and ink, notebook, envelopes 
and Remembrance Wreath 

Laptop and bag

Expenses 

Mileage

£0 

£34.20    
Meeting with the General Manager of SUEZ at 
the Cornwall Energy Recovery Centre, St 
Austell
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The report also contained extracts from The St Erth Neighbourhood Plan which supported 
the retention of community buildings and its support to businesses and the Council 

RESOLVED – that the Clerk register the Star Inn, St Erth as an asset of community value. 
(Action by: the Clerk) 

129/18-19 Business Plan 

The Council noted the current version of its Business Plan  

130/18-19 Agenda items for a future meeting 

1. Councillor Hanley stated that he had met with a member of the community who had 
suggested that there was a need for more housing for affordable rent and requested a 
report on how that could be brought about.  

(Action by: the Clerk) 

(Councillor Spencer-Smith left the meeting at this point). 

2. Councillor Hanley suggested that the Council should meet with Cornwall Highways/
Cormac to assess the deficiencies with the current street lighting. 

(Action by: the Clerk) 

The Chairman closed the meeting at 8.43pm 

Signed by 
Chairman…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Date…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………
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